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personal computer geek (or
simply geek, as used
informally by some people) is
a person who is interested or



knowledgeable about
computers. In other words, a
geek is someone who shows a
proclivity for seeking technical
details about computers,
building and repairing them,
and learning about how they
work. The title of Computer
Geek was established as a
generic term, similar to
Astrophysicist for astronomy
or Chemist for chemistry, and
was chosen by a vote amongst
the then editors of the



magazine. Although intended
to cover a broad range of
computer topics, the magazine
(and genre) is most noted for
its coverage of computer
hardware and software topics.
This usage of the word "geek"
is somewhat distinct from
"hardware hacker", which is
the use of computers for non-
hobbyist purpose; for example,
writing software. Geek culture
Computer geeks share a
common culture which is



influenced by the study and
practice of computer science.
Many computer geeks like
technology as a hobby, as well
as a source of entertainment.
In many cases the culture has
led to the development of
computer programming as a
hobby in and of itself. Some
computer geeks may strive to
build a personal computer
which is suitable for a wide
variety of computing and
entertainment uses. Computer



geeks are generally regarded
as being friendly and open-
minded, which is attributed to
the nature of technology and
technology culture. Many
times it is considered not only
acceptable, but even expected,
that a computer geek will
comment on a blog, web site
or forum. This is due to the
geek's desire to learn about
technology and to contribute
technology-related
information and opinion to the



wider community. History
According to Isaac Asimov, the
first geek was the mad
scientist Hans von Helmholtz,
who constructed a pendulum-
and-tape recorder apparatus
in the 1860s. In 1980,
computer science professor
William A. Fitch coined the
term "computer geek" as a
description of the "computer
hobbyists", after noting that in
use the term "hacker" by the
general public was



synonymous with "cracker"
(though most hackers and
crackers scoff at the negative
connotations). Fitch further
stated that "a geek is
primarily an 79a2804d6b
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